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The University of Huddersfield Pre-Accelerator Programme 2026
Expression of Interest Form (EOI)
Thank you for your interest in the University Pre-Accelerator Programme, designed to support academics and early-career researchers in developing research-led innovations towards commercialisation.
The programme includes training in opportunity validation, market research, prototyping, industry engagement, business modelling, finance, and pitching.
There will be two programme streams available which will begin in late 2026. 15 places will be available for academics working in social sciences, humanities, the arts for people and the economy (SHAPE). Two cohorts of 15-30 places will be available for academics in science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM). 
Participation in the programme offers a valuable opportunity to engage in a series of structured sessions designed to support your development. To gain the full benefit, participants are expected to commit to attending the scheduled sessions. By submitting an application, you indicate your willingness to engage with the programme as required. Further details on session timings and expectations will be shared with successful applicants.
If you would like to be considered for a place, please complete this form and return to iaa@hud.ac.uk by 8th July 2026.
When returning your completed EOI please ensure the email subject line includes: ‘Pre-Accelerator – EOI Submission’.
	Applicant Information

	Full name:
	

	Job title:
	

	School/Department:
	

	Email address:
	



Programme Stream please select one of the following boxes:
☐ SHAPE 
☐ STEM 
Research area, opportunity & market analysis
	Please provide a brief overview (approx. 250–300 words) addressing the following:

	What research idea, innovation, or concept are you seeking to develop?
What opportunity are you aiming to exploit, or what challenge/problem will your project address?
What is the potential market or user need for this innovation?

	




	Route to market

	Please outline (approx. 200–300 words) how your project could progress towards real-world application, who your intended users or customers are and any initial thoughts on pathways to impact (e.g., partnerships, licensing, spin-out, further funding, industry collaboration)

	




	Expertise and experience in commercialisation

	Please briefly describe (approx. 150–200 words) any previous experience in: 
Commercialisation, knowledge exchange, industry collaboration, relevant skills that would support your participation in the programme
(No prior commercialisation experience is required – we welcome applicants at all stages.)

	




	STEM Only applicants – Preferred dates

	If you are applying to participate in the STEM-focused pre-accelerator, please indicate your preferred dates. Please note that preferences cannot be guaranteed but will support administrative planning and scheduling. By submitting an application, you indicate your willingness to engage with the programme as required. Further details on session timings and expectations will be shared with successful applicants.

	Cohort 1 ☐

08/10/2026
15/10/2026
22/10/2026
29/10/2026
	Cohort 2 ☐

05/11/2026
12/11/2026
18/11/2026
24/11/2026



	SHAPE Only applicants – For information purposes

	Dates of the SHAPE focused pre-accelerator will be shared upon award. By submitting an application, you indicate your willingness to engage with the programme as required. Further details on session timings and expectations will be shared with successful applicants.



Declaration
If selected for the Pre-Accelerator Programme:
I agree to inform my Dean/Head of School and obtain their approval for participation: 
☐ Yes
☐ No
	This Expression of Interest is submitted by:

	(Print name)
	(Sign here)
	(Date)
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