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Al in Research: A framework for transparent and responsible Al use mapped to the research process
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The five Al bands:

A0 No Al: No Al tools are used at this stage.

A1 Assistive support: Al supports comprehension, organisation, clarity or accessibility. All intellectual decisions remain entirely human.

A2 Analytical support: Al is used to explore alternatives, test reasoning, compare options or critique ideas. The researcher evaluates and validates outputs.

A3 Task automation with human control: Al automates specific tasks at scale under human supervision. Outputs are checked, corrected and documented.

A4  Substantial use of Al in the research workflow: Al materially shapes outputs or decisions at this stage through iterative use. This requires the highest level of transparency and verification.

Higher bands are not better. They simply indicate different degrees and types of Al involvement, with increasing responsibility for transparency and checking.

Risk profile

® High risk

® Moderate risk
® Lower risk
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