UNIVERSITY OF HUDDERSFIELD – GENERIC RISK ASSESSMENT FOR URBAN FIELDWORK SITUATIONS WITHIN THE UK
	Activity being carried out:
	Assessment date:

	Location:
	Assessment by:
	Assessment reference:


	Individual aspect / hazard identified: UNIVERSITY-ORGANISED TRANSPORT TO AND FROM FIELDWORK LOCATION

	Risks to health and safety
	People at risk
	Measures to prevent or control the risks to health and safety
	Any further actions or information
	Action by:

	
	
	
	
	Who
	When
	Done

	Road traffic accident arising from: -

· Driver’s lack of competence for vehicle being used, e.g. minibus, towing a trailer;

· Driver fatigue, distraction or loss of concentration;

· Vehicle not in road-worthy condition. 
	Driver, passengers, other road users and pedestrians
	University’s specific policy for the management of work-related road safety risks adhered to.

Driver is legally entitled to drive intended vehicle and is familiar with the vehicle type.  Additional training may be deemed necessary for particular vehicles, e.g. minibuses, or situations, e.g. towing a trailer.

Any hired vehicle is through the University’s recognised hirer.

For self-drive vehicles, basic checks of lights, indicators, screen wash etc carried out prior to the start of each journey.  Any defect reported and repaired/rectified or replacement vehicle obtained.
Journey planned beforehand to allow for adequate rest breaks and avoiding times when driver at increased risk of fatigue.

Hand-held or hands-free mobile phones not to be used by the driver whilst driving or engine running.
Passengers aware of their conduct during the journey must not result in driver distraction, e.g. loud, disruptive behaviour
 
	
	
	
	


	Individual aspect / hazard identified: WEATHER AND INAPPROPRIATE CLOTHING

	Risks to health and safety
	People at risk
	Measures to prevent or control the risks to health and safety
	Any further actions or information
	Action by:

	
	
	
	
	Who
	When
	Done

	Inclement weather, e.g. cold, rain, and individual fieldworkers not wearing appropriate clothing, e.g. warm, waterproof.

Exposure to UV radiation from sun rays and fieldworkers not protecting the skin.
Unsuitable footwear if fieldwork activity involves a significant amount of walking around. 
	Fieldworkers
	Weather forecast checked in preparation of fieldwork activity to determine whether appropriate to postpone or cancel.
Fieldworkers made aware beforehand of appropriate clothing and footwear given the time of year and weather forecast and extent of walking involved.

Individual not permitted to be involved in fieldwork activity if intended clothing, footwear not appropriate.

Fieldworkers advised on safe practices regarding sun exposure.

   
	
	
	
	

	Individual aspect / hazard identified: PERSONAL SAFETY OF FIELDWORKERS

	Risks to health and safety
	People at risk
	Measures to prevent or control the risks to health and safety
	Any further actions or information
	Action by:

	
	
	
	
	Who
	When
	Done

	Physical attack, particularly if created by the intended fieldwork activity, e.g. areas of high crime or being undertaken outside of daylight hours.

Lack of communication with fieldwork supervisors, other fieldworkers etc, particularly in an emergency situation, e.g. requiring first aid assistance.

Lone working and not being able to promptly summon emergency assistance.

Individual fieldworker having a disability and fieldwork location’s accessibility provision not ideal, e.g. mobility impairment.

Individual fieldworker suffering illness or condition requiring medication and forgetting to do so or a lack of facilities to carry this out.

   
	Fieldworkers
	Fieldwork activities undertaken during daylight hours and in well-populated areas. 

Lone working by fieldworkers avoided wherever possible.

Individual groups of fieldworkers have a means of communication, e.g. mobile phone, with others such as fieldwork supervisors that’s assured to work before activity carried out.

Individual fieldwork activity thoroughly planned beforehand to ensure the personal safety of the fieldworkers and can include: -

· Consultation with local police force, particularly if intended fieldwork activity involves visiting areas of high crime, volatile situations, undertaken outside daylight hours.
· All fieldworkers thoroughly briefed on areas to be visited.

· If lone fieldworker activity unavoidable, additional measures such as personal alarms, regular communication with nominated person, particularly if moving to different location.

Discussion with individual fieldworker having a disability to determine reasonable adjustments that can be made to facilitate activity and their participation.

Discussion with individual fieldworker suffering an illness of condition requiring medication to ensure activity will allow this.  Advice can be sought from Occupational Health.   

   
	
	
	
	


	Individual aspect / hazard identified (please state)

	Risks to health and safety
	People at risk
	Measures to prevent or control the risks to health and safety
	Any further actions or information
	Action by:

	
	
	
	
	Who
	When
	Done
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	Risks to health and safety
	People at risk
	Measures to prevent or control the risks to health and safety
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	When
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	Individual aspect / hazard identified (please state):

	Risks to health and safety
	People at risk
	Measures to prevent or control the risks to health and safety
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Notes:
This risk assessment must be held by the overall supervisor of the fieldwork activity whilst it is being carried.  A copy must also be retained locally within the School.  
Where hazards, or risks particular risks to health and safety associated within those hazards, are not applicable indicate this at the relevant part of within the ‘Action by’ section. 

	RISK ASSESSMENT REVIEW

	Date to be carried out by:
	Review to be carried out by:
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