
 

 

Human Resources 
 

Switching to a Global Talent Visa (UKRI 
Endorsement) – Information for current 
employees 

 

 

We can confirm that the role you have been offered/are currently undertaking is eligible for a Global Talent Visa. 
The Global Talent Visa is a two-step process where an applicant must apply for endorsement as well as the visa 
itself. There are four endorsement routes for this visa, and I can confirm that your endorsement route would be UK 
Research and Innovation Endorsement.  
 

Please read through the following information.  
 

Student Visa Holders 

 
Student visa holders applying for a Global Talent visa must meet one of the following conditions on the date they 
make their application to be allowed to switch:  
 

▪ Condition A: The applicant must have completed the course of study for which the Confirmation of 
Acceptance for Studies was assigned 
 
Or 
 

▪ Condition B: The applicant must: 

• be studying a full-time course of study leading to the award of a PhD with a higher education 
provider which has a track record of compliance; and 

• have completed at least 24 months of study on that course. 

 
If in the 12 months prior to the date of your Global Talent visa application you have received an award from a 
Government or international scholarship agency, covering both your fees and living costs in the UK, you must 
provide written consent to the application from that Government or agency.  If you do not, your Global Talent visa 
application will be refused.  
 
Please let your HR contact know whether you received an award or not.   
 
If you have received an award and you are required to provide written consent to your application, please provide 
a copy of that consent to your HR contact. 

 

Statement of Guarantee 

 
We will provide you with a Statement of Guarantee letter and evidence of the grant which is funding your post.  
You will then be required to use this information to apply for endorsement and the Global Talent Visa.   
 
You may wish to appoint an immigration specialist to help you with your visa application.   

 

Immigration Health Surcharge 

 
UK Visas and Immigration require you to pay an Immigration Health Surcharge at the point of submitting your visa 
application which will give you access to public services, including healthcare.   
 
Payment of the surcharge is a mandatory requirement of the immigration application process and is payable 
upfront and in full to cover the whole period of permission to stay in the UK.    
 
Useful links:  
 

▪ Gov.uk - Pay for UK healthcare as part of your immigration application  

 

https://www.gov.uk/healthcare-immigration-application


Fees 

 
It is not standard practice for the University to reimburse visa fees.  Your School/Service, however, may be able to 
reimburse some, or all of the visa application fees to you, but they are not under any obligation to do so.     
 
If they are able to reimburse you, whether in full or part payment, please note the following conditions:  

 

• Any monies paid to you will be subject to tax and National Insurance contributions.    

• Reimbursed fees (whether in part or full payment) can only be paid in respect of your visa application and 
not any dependents’ applications or other associated costs.   

• The University cannot reimburse the Immigration Health Surcharge aspect of your application due to tax 
implications, as it is classed as a benefit.  

 
Useful links: 
 

▪ Gov.uk - Global Talent Visa - How much it costs  
 

Tuberculosis Test 

 
This section only applies if you are coming to the UK from overseas: 
 
You may need to take a Tuberculosis (TB) test and provide the results as part of your visa application.     
 
Useful links:  
 

▪ Gov.uk - Check if you need a TB test for your visa application  
 

Partner or Children 

 
If your partner or children are applying with you, you will need to provide proof of your relationship as part of your 
visa application.  We are unable to provide any support or guidance in relation to your partner/children’s visa 
applications.  You may wish to appoint an immigration specialist to help with their application. 
 
Useful links:  
 

▪ Gov.uk - Global Talent - Your Partner and Children  
 

Global Talent Visa Guidance 

 
We recommend that you read through the Gov.uk webpages below to ensure that you aware of your 
requirements as an applicant.  
 
Useful links:  
 

▪ Gov.uk – Global Talent Visa – UK Research and Innovation  
▪ Gov.uk – Global Talent Visa – Overview 

▪ Gov.uk – Immigration Rules Appendix - Global Talent Visa 
▪ Gov.uk - Global Talent Visa - Apply  

 
 

 

https://www.gov.uk/global-talent
https://www.gov.uk/tb-test-visa
https://www.gov.uk/global-talent/your-partner-and-children
https://www.gov.uk/global-talent-researcher-academic/uk-research-innovation-endorsement
https://www.gov.uk/global-talent-researcher-academic
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/immigration-rules/immigration-rules-appendix-global-talent
https://www.gov.uk/global-talent

